— COVID-19 Update

Talbot County Emergency Services
Clay Stamp, County Manager
www.talbotdes.org

Talbot County Health Department
Dr. Maria Maguire Acting Health Officer
https://health.maryland.gov/talbotcounty/

For Immediate Release
January 29, 2021

Key Points

v" The Talbot County Health Department has partnered with the Avalon Foundation and Easton Utilities
to launch a vaccination helpline that operates 9 a.m.-4 p.m. M-F, with extended hours to 7 p.m. on
Monday and Thursday. The number is 410-819-5641.

v Childcare workers in Talbot County can now preregister for vaccines at TalbotHealth.org. Click the link
labeled COVID-19 Vaccine Information.

v" Teachers seeking vaccines must preregister with their employers.

v Talbot County residents who wish to volunteer to assist with vaccinations should sign up at
MarylandResponds.com, the state’s online registration system for medical and public health
volunteers.

v" Misinformation about vaccines is widespread. Visit TalbotCovid19.org or TalbotHealth.org for the latest
information about Talbot County’s vaccine procedures.

Talbot County Health Department Launches Call Center with Community Partners

The Talbot County Health Department is now offering a COVID-19 vaccination call center to help Talbot
residents and its most vulnerable populations who are seeking assistance with vaccination preregistration and
appointments.

The new COVID-19 vaccination helpline is set up at 410-819-5641 and is available from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Mondays and Thursdays and from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. This project is
made possible through the collaboration and support of the Avalon Foundation and Easton Ultilities.

“Having the help of the Avalon’s staff answering calls and Easton Utilities support in setting up the phone lines
is another great example of how this community works together,” said Talbot County Health Department
Acting Health Officer Dr. Maria Maguire. “We are extremely grateful for the community’s outpouring of
support through all our partners and those willing to volunteer as we work together to end this pandemic.”

Dr. Maguire says the health department received 300 Moderna vaccinations this past week and is now
reaching out only to the highest risk individuals, with a focus on vaccinating individuals 85 years of age and
older.
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“Like the rest of the world, we eagerly await mass vaccinations and a return to normalcy. For this to occur,
every aspect of the delivery logistics needs to ramp up on a massive scale,” says Avalon Foundation CEO Al
Bond. “As is true across the country, the Talbot County Health Department is experiencing a huge volume of
calls from people who have questions about how to get vaccinated or who need help registering.”

The Avalon Foundation will use its infrastructure, staff, and volunteers to manage the call center to address
this need. “More importantly, we will enable those without internet access to sign up for the vaccine over the
phone so the Health Department can put its entire focus on the job of vaccinating,” Bond says.

The health department is required by the state to prioritize those in Maryland’s Phase 1B vaccination plan.
This includes individuals 75 years and older, residents of group homes, individuals in the education sector,
childcare providers and continuity of government

More than 5,000 individuals aged 75 and older have pre-registered through the Talbot County Health
Department for a COVID-19 vaccination. More than 3,700 residents aged 65-74 years old in Maryland’s Phase
1C category have also pre-registered.

Healthcare and retail providers are now offering additional state-organized vaccination clinics. Choptank
Community Health System is providing vaccinations to its patients, and University of Maryland Medical
System’s Shore Regional Health has an online portal to register interest in receiving a vaccination. The
Maryland Health Department now has a vaccination website for public clinics in each county, with
opportunities to pre-register with these providers at marylandvax.org.

Licensed childcare workers who live or work in Talbot County and residents 65 years of age and older are
encouraged to complete a vaccination interest form at talbotcovid19.org, with updates on where Talbot
County Health Department is in the vaccination process regularly updated at talbothealth.org.

HitH

9-7 pm Mon & Thurs, 9-4 pm Tues, Wed & Fri.
For Talbot County Residents | talbothealth.org
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Where to Find More Information

O

CDC COVID-2019 Website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
Talbot County COVID-19 Information www.talbotcovid19.org

Shore Regional Health COVID Information https://www.umms.org/shore/patients-
visitors/coronavirus

Maryland Department of Health Website: https://health.maryland.gov/pages/home.aspx
Talbot County Health Department Website:
https://health.maryland.gov/talbotcounty/Pages/home.aspx

Maryland COVID-19 Website: https://governor.maryland.gov/coronavirus
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